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Preamble
Teaching about historical thinking (historical methodology) means that we take time to understand that there are threads of continuity throughout history that weave through our daily lives, sometimes even without our realization. As you well know after exploring prehistory, sometimes change can occur slowly, and sometimes the pace can increase, depending on geographical changes, climate changes, innovations, leadership, or dumb luck, to name a few.
As well, change can be positive, or negative, as can the continuity of customs and traditions. Have you ever thought about why you do what you do sometimes? Is it part of your family history? Or part of the larger social collective? Has it been ‘folded’ into one culture from another? How has it morphed over time? How old is the tradition? What was its original purpose? Why do we continue it and what is its purpose now? Why do we take off our hats to go inside? Why do we throw salt over our shoulders? Why do we say ‘bless you’ when someone sneezes? Why do we knock on wood?
Assignment
You have half the class to complete this assignment, so use your time wisely. Using your phone, or the computers at the back of the room, investigate the traditions of Hallowe’en. This assignment will be collected at the end of class. Please print/write neatly and use pen only for the teacher’s poor eyes.
You may work with someone else, but your responses must be your own, and you must organize your thoughts into a paragraph that has an intro sentence, body, and conclusion.
1. How old is the traditions of Hallowe’en, where did it originate, how was it originally celebrated and what was its original purpose?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When did major changes (Rome) with the celebration occur and why?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. How, when and why did Christianity try to co-opt the celebration? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Compare, using the concept of continuity and change, the tradition of Hallowe’en from its creation to modern North American practice of it. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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