Ms. Byrne

Sept. 2017

SOCIALS STUDIES
COURTESY...RESPECT...RESPONSIBILITY
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Here are a few expectations and requirements for the course.  Please ask if you are unsure about any of the following:

1. BE ON TIME: Classes begin promptly. If you are late, please enter class quietly and ask another student what you have missed (at the appropriate time). If the door is shut, please wait quietly outside until it opens again.  Chances are we are doing current events. Too many lates will really result in a lovely little chat and much quality time with the teacher. 

2. HOMEWORK: Homework checks are given, sometimes frequently.  Just get ‘er done and see me outside of class time if you need help. Life can get busy and lates may happen, but please make sure you are providing good communication with Ms. B about it and make sure it’s the exception, not the norm. More than one late on the assignment will result in an email/phone call home. Three lates = N on report.
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3. FOOD: This is okay to bring into class unless it becomes a distraction for yourself or others. Make sure you clean up any mess and you MUST be prepared to share food with the teacher!  Water only for drinks, please, to avoid sticky messes and little creatures.
4. EXTRA HELP: Ms. Byrne is always willing to help you out.  Make an appointment, check before or after school or at an appropriate time in the class.

5. PARTICIPATION: This is expected and required for a successful class. You need to be active to learn!
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6. MISSED CLASS: Find out from a classmate what you have missed. At a convenient moment for me, ask for your missing assignment. You must bring a note from a parent/guardian for absences.

7. PROJECTS: There will be at least 1 major project each term. 

8. TESTS: Advance notice will be given for all major tests. There may be some surprise quizzes given once and a while.

9. MARKS: 

Assignments: 

40%

Tests and Quizzes:
30%

Participation:

10% (this includes current events)
Projects: 

20%

(This may be altered but I will let you know in advance)
10. WASHROOM: M. Byrne hates being bugged about the washroom.  If you need to go, go! Sign out neatly on the board, writing down the time you leave and the time you get back. (this is in case of emergencies!)  Please do not abuse the system, and only one person at a time. Choose an appropriate moment in the class to leave, of course, so you do not interrupt others.  Be quick, and remember to wash your hands.  : ) 
11. EXPECTATIONS: Ms. Byrne is really big on politeness. If you have a question, please raise your hand. In return, Ms. Byrne promises to listen carefully and seriously to your ideas and comments.

12.  TERM PERCENTAGE:

Grades 8 – 11:
each term is weighted equally.
13. GROUPWORK: Be aware that group work will be marked altogether, as well as having individual participation marks to be given by your partners and/or teacher. This ensures accountability.
14. WORK HANDED IN: Please double space essays and only write in blue/black ink for all work to be handed in, or computer type if appropriate.  Any work without a name will be put in recycling, so be aware.  Typed is better and computers are available in the school for student use.
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15.  TECHNOLOGY USE:  IPods and other music devices are for individual time in the class only, after permission is obtained.  Please put them away when we are doing something as a class, during group or pair work.  Also, please put them away without gentle reminders.  
Cell phones are appropriate only when class assignments benefit from their use. You will know when this is as we will talk about it. If your esteemed teacher has to talk about your inappropriate cell phone use more than once, parents/guardians will be contacted. Technology will only become an issue if you make it an issue!

Anything missing?
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